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Isabelle Leroux is a lecturer in economics at the Univer-
sity of Angers. She studies the economic and social impact 
of prisons on the regions concerned. She also examines the 
mechanisms of persuasion used for prison projects and how 
they affect acceptability. 

WHAT ARE THE MAIN FINDINGS OF HER RESEARCH ON RESISTANCE TO THE INSTAL-
LATION OF PRISONS AND HOW TO OVERCOME IT? 

In response to detention facilities, 
NIMBYism appears in several ways
		 It takes the form of a rejection that re-
flects fears linked to preconceived ideas 
about prisons. 
		 The plans to build a prison raise fears 
that are felt to be actual threats. Howe-
ver, the perception of the risks associated 
with the proximity of a prison is often 
overblown. For example, the risk of es-
capes with dangerous consequences - al-
though very rare - is often feared. 

It is largely the result of a lack of in-
formation and dialogue
		 The lack of anticipation or consen-
sus-building with local residents tends to 
lead to a feeling of injustice. This feeling 
can lead to wider rejection actions (pe-
titions, questioning of public authorities, 
founding of anti-prison associations, etc.).
		 When prisons are built without prior 
dialogue or with a misrepresentation of 
expected impacts, mayors regularly face 
problems of acceptability ex post, when 
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the prisons are already in operation. It is 
necessary to educate the population to fo-
restall conflicts and promote acceptability 
of projects.

A prison can be beneficial to the area 
in which it is located and to society 
as a whole 
		 When it is part of a regional project that 
has been duly planned beforehand through 
consultation with the other stakeholders 
in the region, particularly the local com-
munities. This consultation must consider 
different themes: economic development, 
access to services and facilities, social 
development, links with associations, re-
gional identity, etc. 

		 When the project is coordinated at 
different levels (local, departmental, regio-
nal, national) to define how it is to be im-
plemented and how it fits into the region. 
This also helps to determine which skills 
will need to be mobilised by each level. 
		 When residents and associations are 
involved, it is important to explain to them 
how the facility will fit into the regional 
project, to present the advantages in a 
realistic way and to reassure them.
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