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“Reznikoff is also discussed in François Hugonnier’s study of ‘mystical 

aspiration and negativity’ in Paul Auster’s poetic texts. In keeping with his 

acute awareness of using language after Babel, Auster’s concern for 

nothingness, blank pages and silence produces what Hugonnier depicts as a 

poetics of ‘unsaying’ foregrounding the inherent paradox in language: its 

power to create and its profound inadequacy, an essential duality summed up 

in ‘death’ and ‘breath’. Auster’s drive to ‘speak the unspeakable’ intersects 

‘Edmond Jabès and Paul Celan’s struggle with language’.” 
 

(Clément OUDART, “Introduction”) 
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