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S. apiospermum may cause various human infections ranging from localized infections such as subcutaneous and bone or joint infections, to severe and often fatal disseminated infections in immunocompromised hosts.

This old pathogen has recently gained increasing attention, because of its worldwide recognition as a significant pathogen in CF.

Colonization of CF airways constitutes a major risk factor for a disseminated infection in the case of lung transplantation and all efforts should be made to detect the airway colonization as early as possible and to eradicate the fungus, particularly at registration on the transplantation waiting list.

The limited susceptibility of this fungus to current antifungals justifies work aiming to elucidate its biology and pathogenic mechanisms, which has already led to the identification of some promising targets for drug development, e.g., enzymes involved in uridine synthesis, acylation of inositol, nonribosomal peptide (NRP) synthesis or detoxification of reactive oxygen species.